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CHAPTER 173

ANIMALS; HUMANE OFFICERS

173.01 Definitions. 173.15 Provision of care, treatment or disposal services.

173.03  Appointment of humane officer. 173.17 Records.

173.05 Certification required. 173.19 Animals considered unclaimed.

173.07 Powers and duties of humane officers. 173.21 Holding animals for cause.

173.09 Investigations. 173.22  Review of seizure or withholding.

173.10 Investigation of cruelty complaints. 173.23  Disposition of animals.

173.11  Abatement of violations. 173.24 Reimbursement for expenses.

173.12  Animal fighting; seizure. 173.25 Immunity for euthanizing animals.

173.13  Taking custody of animals. 173.27 Duties of the department.

173.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (b) A person to whom par. (a) applies is not required to com-
(1) “Department” means the department of agriculture, tragéete a course of training approved by the department if he or she

and consumer protection. takes an examination given by the department and passes the
(2) “Law enforcement officer” has the meaning given in €xamination on the first attempt.

165.85 (2) (c). (3) The governing body of a political subdivision that
(3) “Political subdivision” means a city, village, town orappoints a humane officer who fails to obtain certification within

county. the required time shall terminate the appointment.

History: 1997 a. 192. History: 1997 a. 192.

Cross Reference:See also ch. ATCP 15, Wis. adm. code.
173.03 Appointment of humane officer. (1) APPOINT ] ]
MENT. The governing body of any political subdivision mayl73.07 Powers and duties of humane officers.
appoint one or more humane officers. The governing body ofla EnForRCEMENT. A humane officer shall enforce s. 95.21, this
political subdivision shall report all appointments and terminahapter, chs. 174 and 951 and ordinances relating to animals
tions of appointments of humane officers to the department. enacted by political subdivisions in which the humane officer has

(2) ORDINANCE. Before, or at the time of, appointing a humaniirisdiction under s. 173.03 (3).
officer under sub. (1), the governing body making the appoint- (2) INvESTIGATION. A humane dfcer shall investigate alleged
mentshall enact an ordinance that designates one or nfamielsf violations ofstatutes and ordinances relating to animals and, in the
of the political subdivision who may modify or withdraw abatecourse of the investigations, may execute inspection warrants
ment orders issued under s. 173.11 by humane officers appoinigder s. 66.122 [s. 66.0119].
by the political subdivision. NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross—reference. Cor-
(3) JurispicTioN. A humane officer appointed by a city, vil-rective legislation is pending.
lage ortown shall carry out his or her duties within the boundaries (3) Seek susPOENAS. A humane officer may request the dis-
of the city, village or town. A humane officer appointed by #ict attorney for the county to obtain subpoenas to compel testi-
county shall carry out his or her duties throughout the countyiony and obtain documents in aid of investigations.
other han within the boundaries of a city or village whose govern- (4) |ssuecitarions. If authorized by the appointing political
ing body adopts a resolution withdrawing from county enforceyhiyision, diumane officer shall issue citations under s. 66.119
ment of humane laws and transmits a copy of the resolution 10 [9€56 9113] for violations of ordinances relating to animals.
cou_nty.' NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross—reference. Cor-
History: 1997 a. 192. ) rective legislation is pending.
Cross Reference:See also ch. ATCP 15, Wis. adm. code. .
(4m) ReQuEsTPROSECUTIONS.A humane officer may request
173.05 Certification required. (1) (@ Any person law enforcement officers and district attorneys to enforce and

appointed as ABumane officer under s. 173.03 on or after DecerRoSecute violations of state law and may cooperate in those pro-

ber 1, 1999, shall, before appointment or by the applicable deggcutions.

line established under s. 173.27 (1) (b), complete a course of train{5) PrROHIBITED ACTIONS. Unless also a law enforcement offi-

ing approved by the department, except as provided in par. (bger, a humane officer may not in the course of his or her duties do

(c), and receive certification under s. 173.27 (3). any of the following:

~ (b) A person to whom par. (a) applies who is a veterinarian (a) Execute a search warrant.

licensed under ch. 453 is not required to complete a course o b) Carry firearms

trainingapproved by the department if he or she takes an examina- '

tion given by the department and passes the examination on thé) Stop or arrest persons.

first attempt. (d) Stop, search or detain vehicles, except under an inspection
(c) A person to whom par. (a) applies who is certified or othekarrant under s. 66.122 [s. 66.0119].

wiseapproved as a humane officer by another state is not requiré‘dPTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross—reference. Cor-

to complete a course of training approved by the department if fidVe 'egisiation is pending. , )

or she takes an examination given by the department and passd§) Enter any place or vehicle by force or without the consent

the examination on the first attempt. of the owner, except in an emergency occasioned by fire or other
(2) (a) A person appointed as a humarfieef before Decem- circumstance in which that entry is reasonable and is necessary to

ber 1, 1999, shall complete a course of training approved by §#/€ an cftn_lmal from imminent death or a person from imminent
department, except as provided in par. (b), and shall receive céfgath or injury.

ficationunder s. 173.27 (3) by the applicable deadline established(f) Remove any animal from the custody of another person by
under s. 173.27 (1) (b). force.
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(6) CoNFLICT OF INTEREST PROHIBITED. No humane officer 173.12 Animal fighting; seizure. (1) Any veterinarian
may sell or otherwise dispose of any animal that came into thbo has reason to believe that an animal has been in a fight in
humane officer’s custody in the course of his or her duties. violation of s. 951.08 shall report the matter to the local humane

History: 1997 a. 192. officer or to a local law enforcement agency. The report shall be

in writing and shall include a description and the location of the

173.09 Investigations. In the course of investigation of sus-animal, any injuries suffered by the animal and the name and
pected violations of statutes or ordinances, a humane officer nagidress of the owner or person in charge of the animal, if known.
enterany building, vehicle or place where animals may be present(1m) If an animal has been seized because it is alleged that the
for the purpose of inspection, examination of animals or the gaffiimal has been used in or constitutes evidence of any crime spe-
ering of evidence. If the building, vehicle or place to be entergfiied in s. 951.08, the animal may not be returned to the owner
is not public, and consent of the owner or person in charge is Bptan officer under s. 968.20 (2). In any hearing under s. 968.20
obtained, entry shall be under authority of a special inspectigh), the court shall determine if the animal is needed as evidence
warrant issued under s. 66.122 [s. 66.0119] or a search warrajthere is reason to believe that the animal has participated in or

NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the correct cross—reference. Cor- haen trained for fighting If the court makes such a finding the
rective legislation is pending. ' !

History: 1997 a, 192. animal shall be retained in custody.
(2) If the charges under s. 951.08 are dismissed or if the owner
173.10 Investigation of cruelty complaints. A person Is found not guilty of a crime specified in s. 951.08, the animal

may apply for a search warrant under s. 968.12 if there is rea§ball be returned to the owner unless he or she is subject to the
to believe that a violation of ch. 951 has taken place or is takifggtrictions under s. 951.08 (2m).

place. If the court is satisfied that probable cause exists, it shal(3) (a) If the owner is convicted under s. 951.08 or is subject
issue a search warrant directing a law enforcement officer in tighe restrictions under s. 951.08 (2m), the animal shall be deliv-
county toproceed immediately to the location of the alleged viol@red to the local humane officer or county or munigioaind. If

tion with a doctor of veterinary medicine, if the court determinéBere is ndocal humane officer or pound, the animal may be deliv-
that a veterinarian is necessary for purposes of the search, eiiedl to a local humane society or to another person designated by
directing the law enforcement officer to search the place desife court. If the animal is one year old or older or shows indication
nated in the warrant, retaining in his or her custody subject to @fdraving participated in fighting, the animal shall be disposed of
order of the court such property or things as are specified in tAe proper and humane manner.

warrant, including any animal. If the person applying for the (b) If the animal is less than one year old and shows no indica-
searchwarrant is a humanefafer, the warrant shall direct that thetion of having participated in fighting, the animal shall be released
humane officer accompany the law enforcement officer whotis a person other than the owner or disposed of in a proper and
directed to perform theearch. The warrant shall be executed arftumanemanner. Ithe animal is a doghe release or disposal shall
returned to the court which issued the warrant in accordance within accordance with s. 173.23 (1m), except that the fees under
ss. 968.15 and 968.17. This section does not affect other povgers73.23 (1m) (a) 4. are covered under s. 173.24.

and duties of law enforcement officers. History: 1981 c. 160; 1983 a. 95; 1987 a. 248; 1987 a. 332 ss. 54, 64; Stats. 1987

History: 1973 c. 314; 1977 c. 449; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.16; 130%>1:165; 1997 a. 192 ss. 28, 29; Stats. 1997 s. 173.12.
a. 90; 1997 a. 192 s. 26; Stats. 1997 s. 173.10. ) )
173.13 Taking custody of animals. (1) INTAKE. (&) A

173.11 Abatement of violations. (1) IssuanceoForper. humane officer, on behalf of a political subdivision in which the

If a humane officer or law enforcement officer after investigatidiimane officer has jurisdiction under s. 173.03 (3), or a law
has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of a statut@®@orcement officer, obehalf of a political subdivision, may take
ordinance is occurring and the violation is causing or has tféstody of an animal if the humane officer or law enforcement
potential to cause injury to an animal, the humane officer or |&fficer has reasonable grounds to believe that the animal is one of
enforcement officer may issue and serve an order of abatenfgftfollowing: .

directed tanamed persons. An official designated in an ordinance 1. An abandoned or stray animal.

under s. 173.03 (2) may not participate in the decision to issue the2. An unwanted animal delivered to the humane officer or law

order or in any activity leading to that decision. enforcement officer.
(1m) ConNTENT OF ORDER. An abatement order issued under 3. A dog not tagged as required by ch. 174.

sub. (1) shall contain all of the following: 4. An animal not licensed in compliance with any ordinance.
(@) The name and address of the person to whom directed. 5. An animal not confined as required by a quarantine order
(b) The statute or ordinance alleged to be violated. under any statute, rule or ordinance relating to the control of any
(c) A prohibition on further violations. animal disease.
(d) A description of measures necessary to correct the alleged®- An animal that has caused damage to persons or property.

violation. 7. A participant in an animal fight intentionally instigated by
(e) A description of the hearing and appeal provisions unddy Person.

subs. (2) and (4). 8. An animal mistreated in violation of ch. 951.

(2) HeaRING. Any person named in an abatement order issued 9. An animal delivered by a veterinarian under sub. (2).
under sub. (1) may, within the 10-day period following service of (b) A humane officer shall accept into custody any animal
the order, request a hearing before an official designated indstivered by a law enforcement officer or delivered under a court
ordinance under s. 173.03 (2). The hearing shall be held witbirder.

10 days after the request is made, unless the requester agrees t@a) A person other than a humane officer or a law enforcement
later date. The hearing shall be informal in nature. officer may not take an animal into custody on behalf of a political

(3) DecisioN. Within 10 days after a hearing under sub. (2gubdivision unless the animal is an abandoned or stray animal. If
the official who conducts the hearing shall affirm the orde® person other than a humane officer or a law enforcement officer
modify and affirm the order or withdraw the order. takescustody of an abandoned or stray animal on behalf of a polit-

(4) AppEAL. Any person adversely affected by a decisiof¢@l subdivision, he or she shall deliver the animal to a person con-
under sub. (3) may seek judicial review by commencing an actfcting under s. 173.15 (1), to a humane officer or law enforce-
in circuit court within 30 days after the day that the decision fent officer for disposition under s. 173.23 or to a pound.

issued. (2) DELIVERY OF ANIMAL BY VETERINARIAN. (a) A humane
History: 1997 a. 192. officer or law enforcement officer or a person contracting under
Unofficial text from 99—00 Wis. Stats. database. See printed 99—00 Statutes and 2001 Wis. Acts for official text under s. 35.1 8

(2) stats. Report errors to the Revisor of Statutes at (608) 266—2011, FAX 264-6978, email bruce.munson@legis.state.wi.us



3 Updated 99-00 Wis. Stats. Database
UNOFFICIAL TEXT ANIMALS; HUMANE OFFICERS 173.22

s. 173.15 (1) may accept an animal delivered by a veterinarian, of4) The ultimate disposition of the animal, including the name
his or her employee, if the animal has not been picked up byatsd address of any person into whose custody the animal was ulti-
owner and all of the following apply: mately released.

1. The veterinarian notified the owner of the animal by certi-History: 1997 a. 192.
fied mail, return receipt requested, that the animze ready to be

icked upand that the animal would be delivered to a humane offf’ < -
b Fa ivision or person contracting under s. 173.15 (1) may treat any

cer if not picked up within 7 days. 8 h

2. The veterinarian retained the animal for 7 days after the mrl?r? égﬁgdwggiﬁqﬁtg%'ggs ?Or 2 g%:;?é ((11)rr(1?)ifl'\;vﬁﬁiﬁ.7o [jg 25
on which the return receipt was signed or until the letter w er custody is taken OfJ the anihal it is not cllaimed by ar)lld
returned to the v.eter'manan.qs ulndelllv'erable. __returned to its owner under s. 173.23 (1), except that an animal

3. The veterinarian certifies in writing to the humane officggyen into custody under s. 173.13 (1) (a) 3. or 4. may not be
or law enforcement officer that subds. 1. and 2 apply. treated asinclaimed if its owner files a petition under s. 173.22 (1)

(b) If an animal is accepted under par. (a), the veterinarian shthin 7 days after custody is taken.
provide the person accepting the animal with any requestedistory: 1997 a. 192.
records concerning the animal’s ownership, health or licensure. ) _ _

(3) NOTIFICATION OF OWNER. (a) If a humane officer or law 173.21 Holding animals for cause. (1) Grounps. A polit-
enforcement officer takes custody of an animal with the knowif:al subdivision may withhold, or direct a person contracting
edge of the owner, the humane officer or law enforcement offidépder s. 173.15 (1) to withhold, an animal in custody from an
shall explain the procedure by which the owner can recover figner who makes an otherwise adequate claim for the animal
animal, including the procedure under s. 173.22, and the prodBder s. 173.23 (1) on any of the following grounds:
dure to be followed if the animal is not returned to the owner. (&) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the owner has

(b) If a humane officer or law enforcement officer takes cuglistreated the animal in violation of ch. 951.
tody of ananimal without the knowledge of the owner, the humane (b) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the animal
officer orlaw enforcement officer shall promptly notify the owneposes a significant threat to public health, safety or welfare.
in writing if he or she can be identified and located with reasonable(c) The animal may be used as evidence in a pending prosecu-
effort. The notice s_haII e>_<plain _the procedure by which the owngsn.
cag ;ﬁcover thg anltmag, |?clllud|ng @P?hprocedulrg undter f 17%'%2(d) A court has ordered the animal withheld for any reason.
and the procedure to be followed if the animal is not returned to . o
the owner. The notice shall also inform the owner that the ow! rt()2)(1I)EX:Mc|>'\r‘1A:¢|aOTJePsEtRbMth:\'Eeval/fnaerr] gn\'/g}glri'r?a\:\i’gmgltgiggg‘ﬂ the
must notify any person with a lien on the animal that the ani ﬁer nlwap exarr?ine theyanimal ’ y
has been taken into custody. y :

. : 3) Costs. The owner of an animal withheld under sub. (1) is
(c) If the owner informs the humandioér or lawenforcement (8
officer in writing that he or she will not claim the animal, it maﬂot liable for any costs of custody, care or treatment except as pro-
ided by court order.

be treated as an unclaimed animal under s. 173.23 (1m).

173.19 Animals considered unclaimed. A political sub-

History: 1997 a. 192; 1999 a. 32. (4) ReTurn. A political subdivision or person contracting
under s. 173.15 (1) having custody of an animal withheld under
173.15 Provision of care, treatment or disposal ser- sub.(1) shall release the animal to the owner at the direction of the

vices. (1) ProvIDING SERVICES. A political subdivision may humane dicer or law enforcement officer that took custody of the
provide for the care, treatment or disposal of animals taken iaimal if the requirements of s. 173.23 (1) (a) to (c) are satisfied.
custody by &umane officer or law enforcemenficér. A politi- History: 1997 a. 192.
cal subdivision may provide these services directly or by contract- . . ) .
ing with any other person. A political subdivision may establish’3.22 Review of seizure or withholding. (1) PeTiTioN.
standard fees for the care, custody and treatment of animals iff2erson claiming that an animal that he or she owns was improp-
custody. The political subdivision may establish different fees fdly taken into custody under s. 173.13 (1) (a) 3., 4., 5., 6. or 8. or
animals released to their owners and animals released to peréongongfully withheld under s. 173.21 (1) may seek return of the
otherthan their owners. If the political subdivision does not estadimal by petitioning for an order from the circuit court for the
lish standard fees, it may charge no more than the actual costgsfnty in which the animal was taken into custody or in which it
care, custody or treatment to any person required to pay for g&eld.
care, custody or treatment of an animal. (2) NoTicE AND HEARING. The court shall provide notice of a
(2) CONTRACTFORSERVICES. Every person entering into a con-Petition under sub. (1) to the humane officer or law enforcement
tract with a political subdivision under sub. (1) shall agree to @#ficer who took the animal into custody or to the political subdi-
all of the following: vision that withheld the animal and shall hold a hearing on the
(a) Provide adequate care and treatment of all animals delgue ©f whether the animal was improperly taken into custody or
ered under the contract. IS wrongfully withheld.
(b) Maintain adequate records consistent with s. 173.17. _(3) ORDER. (a) If the animal was taken into custody under s.

Rel di f animal d 173.23 173.13 (1) (a) 8. or is withheld under s. 173.21 (1), the court shall
vid(e% o Zigift ((J)rrdé?pose of animals under s. 1/3.23 0r as RfQfer the animal returned to the owner unless it determines that

R one of the following conditions is satisfied:

History: 1997 a. 192. .
1. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the owner has
173.17 Records. A humane officer or law enforcement offi- Mistreated the animal in violation of ch. 951.
cer taking custody of an animal on behalf of a political subdivision 2. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the animal
shall maintain, or require any person to whom the animal is delpeses a significant threat to public health, safety or welfare.
ered under a contract under s. 173.15 (1) to maintain, as appropri-3. The animal may be used as evidence in a pending prosecu-
ate, records for each animal containing the following informatiogign.
(1) A physical description of the animal. 4. A court has ordered the animal withheld for any reason.

(2) The date that custody was taken of the animal, the date thatb) If the animal was taken into custody under s. 173.13 (1) (a)
the animal was delivered into the possession of another personznehe court shall order the animal returned to its owner if the court

the identity of the person to whom delivered. determines that the animal was tagged or was not required to be
(3) The reason for taking custody of the animal. tagged under ch. 174.
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(c) If the animal was taken into custody under s. 173.13 (1) (a) 2. Requiring the owner of the animal to post bond for the costs
4., the court shall order the animal returned to its owner if the cooftcustody, care or treatment of the animal pending the outcome
determines that the animal was licensed or was not required tabany other proceeding.

licensed. 3. Authorizing the sale, destruction or other disposal of the
(d) If the animal was taken into custody under s. 173.13 (1) @jimal.

5., the court shall order the animal returned to its owner if the court(y) The petition shall set forth the basis for the petitioned—for

determines that the animal was not subject to a quarantine oggef,

or was confined as required by a quarantine order. (c) The political subdivision shall serve a copy of the petition,

(e) Ifthe animal was taken into custody under s. 173.13 (1) {khe manner provided in s. 801.11, upon the owner of the animal,
6., the court shall order the animal returned to its owner if the cogiinown.

determines that the animal did not cause damage to persons %) The court shall conduct a hearing on the petition. The peti-

prgigf):tY'1997a 102 tioner and any person upon whom a copy of the petition was
v B served may appear as a party.
173.23 Disposition of animals. (1) CLAIM AND RETURN. (e) The court shall issue its order after hearing and may grant,

Except as provided in sub. (4) or s. 173.21 (1), a political subdifiodify and grant or deny the petitioned—for relief, after consider-
sion or person contracting under s. 173.15 (1) shall return an i@ the interests of the animal, the owner of the animal, the politi-
mal described in s. 173.13 (1) (a) 1., 3., 4., 6., 8. or 9. to its owfat subdivision and the public.

upon the happening of all of the following: (4) INJUREDOR DANGEROUSANIMALS. A political subdivision
(a) The owner claims the animal and provides reasonable éJiferson contracting under s. 173.15 (1) who has custody of an
dence of ownership. animal may have the animal euthanized if there are reasonable

(b) If licensure is required by statute or ordinance, the anin#§Punds to believe that any of the following apply:
is licensed or assurance of licensure by prepayment is given. (&) The animal is hopelessly injured beyond any reasonable

(c) If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance, the aff?ance of recovery. o _
mal is vaccinated or assurance of vaccination by prepayment igb) The animal poses an imminent threat to public health or

given. safety.
(d) All chages for custody, care, vaccination and treatment are (C) The animal poses an imminent threat to the health or safety
paid. of itself or its custodian.

(1m) UNcCLAIMED ANIMALS. A political subdivision or a per-  (5) ANIMAL NOT CONFINED AS REQUIRED BY QUARANTINE
son contracting under s. 173.15 (1) that has custody of an ani@RPER. (&) A political subdivision or person contracting under s.
considered unclaimed under sub. (5) (c) or (6) or s. 173.13 (3) 1€B-15 (1) that has custody of an animal that was not confined as
or 173.19 or an unwanted animal may do any of the followingrequired by a quarantine order issued under any statute, rule or
(a) Release the animal to any person other than the owner ipgﬂmance_relatlng to the C(_)ntrol of any anlm_al disease shall con-
of the following apply: fine the animal for the duration of the quarantine or shall euthanize
the animal with the written permission of the owner or, if the ani-

1. The person provides his or her name and address. . . / T
. ) . . . mal is determined to be diseased, at the direction of the person
2. If licensure is required by statute or ordinance, the a”'”i?éuing the quarantine order.

is licensed or assurance of licensure is given by evidence of pre-(b) Unless the person issuing the quarantine order directs that

payment. o . ) the animal be euthanized because it is diseased, at the end of the
3. If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance, the agjyarantine period the political subdivision or person contracting

mal is vaccinated or assurance of vaccination is given by evidefigier 173,15 (1) shall return the animal to its owner if the owner

of prepayment. complies with sub. (1) (a) to (d) no later than the 7th day after the
4. Any chages imposed by the political subdivision or persofiay on which the political subdivision or person contracting under

contracting under s. 173.15 (1) for custody, care, vaccination and 73.15 (1) demands that the owner claim the animal and pay for

treatment are paid or waived. its custody, care and treatment.

(b) If the animal is not a dog or cat, sell the animal at public (c) If an owner does not comply with sub. (1) (a) to (d) within
auction, including sale at a licensed livestock market. the time provided in par. (b), the animal is considered an

(c) Euthanize the animal. unclaimed animal under sub. (1m).

(d) If the animal is a stray or abandoned dog, release the dodd) Before euthanizing an animal that is in custody because it
under s. 174.13. was not confined as required by a quarantine order, the person

(1s) PrROCEEDSOF SALE. If the owner of an animal sold underwith custody of the animal shall notify the person who issued the
sub.(1m) (b) files a claim and provides proof of ownership withigrder. If the person who issued the order determines that testing
30 days after the sale, the sale proceeds, less the cost of cusf@fd§pecimens is necessary to determine the disease status of the
care, treatment and sale, shall be returned to the owner. animal, the person with custody shall collect the specimens.

(2) ANIMALS NOTRETURNEDTOOWNER. If an animal inthe cus-  (6) NONCOMPLIANCEBY OWNER. If an owner is ordered under
tody of a political subdivision, other than an animal to which sugkb. (3) to pay, or post bond for the payment of, costs of custody,
(1m) applies, is not returned to the owner under sub. (1) or (5) ggye or treatment of an animal, and refuses to do so upon demand,
ors. 173.12 (2), 173.21 (4) or 173.22 or disposed of under sub.t(®) animal shall be treated as an unclaimed animal subject to sub.
or (5) (a) or s. 173.12 (3), it shall be disposed of under a court orden).
under sub. (3) or s. 951.18 (4). History: 1997 a. 192.

_ (3_) COURTORDER. (a) A political subdivision may pe_tition the173.24 Reimbursement for expenses. (1) A court shall
circuit court for an (_)rder doing any of the following with respecissess the expenses under this section in any case in which there
to an animal taken into custody by a law enforcement officer ohas been a search authorized under s. 173.10 or in which an animal

humane officer or withheld under s. 173.21 (1): has been seized because it is alleged that the animal has been used
1. Providing for payment for the custody, care or treatmentiofor constitutes evidence of any crime under ch. 951.
the animal. (2) Expenses covered under this section include:
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(a) Investigative expenses of any search under s. 173.10 or@iging the animal.
seizure under this chapter. History: 1997 a. 192.

(b) Any fees of a doc_tor of veter_lnary_ medicine. 173.27 Duties of the department. The department shall do
(c) Expenses of taking any animal into custody under thig ¢ ihe following:
chapter, including expenses reasonably incident to taking the anl-(l) RuLES. (a) Adopt, by rule, standards for the training and

mal into custody. A ) ;
(d) Expenses of keeping or disposing of any animal taken i ertification ofhumane officers to ensure that humane officers are
P ping posing y Pleast minimally qualified to perform the duties of a humane offi-

custody. : o
. ) . The standards shall de for t ffered by the d t-
(3) If the person alleged to have violated ch. 951 is fou 7 erm Orebilir;hg:s.ss all provide for training oftered by the depar

guilty of the violation, the person shall be assessed the expense . . )
undersubs. (1) and (2). If the person is not found guilty, the cou g)n ?gg#%;?’oau'e’ deadiines by which humane officers must

treasurer shall pay the expenses from the general fund of - )

county pay P 9 2) TraINING. Offer training courses for humane officers or
History: 1973 c. 314; 1983 a. 95; 1987 a. 332 ss. 54, 64: Stats. 1987 s, 9513APTOVE training courses offered by others, or both. The depart-

1997 a. 192 s. 30; Stats. 1997 s. 173.24. ment may charge a fee sufficient to recover the costs of training

A court may only assess reasonable expenses for maintenance of seized ani@@ISES that it provides.
State v. Berndt, 161 Wis. 2d 116, 467 N.W.2d 205 (Ct. App. 1991). (3) CERTIFICATION. Examine, as necessary, and certify
. . . . humane officers as qualified. The department may charge a fee,
173.25 Immunity for euthanizing animals. A political  ggiaplished byule, sufficient to recover the costs of certification.
subdivision, a person contracting under s. 173.15 (1), a human%) REGISTRYOFHUMANE OFFICERS. Maintain and keep current

officer or a law enforcement officer who has reasonable grou : : . e
to believe that s. 173.23 (1m) (c), (4) or (5) or a court order issrﬁj%gi'vsits%r?;_a” persons serving as humane officers for political

under s. 173.23 (3) authorize an animal to be euthanized is NQfgior,: 1997 a. 192.
liable for damages for the loss of the animal resulting from euthaeross Reference:See also ch. ATCP 15, Wis. adm. code.
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